
                                                                                  1 

  
 

CURRICULUM VITA: July 2009 
 
 
NAME Rand D. Conger   
 
CURRENT POSITIONS Distinguished Professor  
 Division of Human Development and Family Studies 
 Department of Human and Community Development 
 Department of Psychology 
 University of California, Davis  
 One Shields Avenue 
 Davis, CA  95616-8523 
 530-757-8450 
 <rdconger@ucdavis.edu> 
  
 Research Collaborator and Professor of Psychology 
 Iowa State University 

Institute for Social and Behavioral Research 
2625 North Loop Drive, Suite 500 
Iowa State University Research Park 
Ames, IA  50010-8296 
515-294-4518  
 

EDUCATION 
  
 1976 Ph.D. University of Washington, Sociology 

1974 M.A. University of Washington, Sociology 
1972 B.S. Arizona State University, Sociology 
 

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
 2007  Recognition Award, Institute for Social and Behavioral Research, Iowa 
   State University 
 
 2006  Received the Title of Distinguished Professor, University of California, Davis 
 
 2004  Highly Cited Researcher Designation, Institute of Scientific Information, 
   Philadelphia, PA 
 
 2003  Recipient of the Reuben Hill Research and Theory Award given by 
   the National Council on Family Relations  
 
 2003  Recipient of the Distinguished Service to Rural Life Award given by 
   the Rural Sociological Society        
 
 2002  Elected Fellow, National Council on Family Relations 
 
 2002  Recipient of the William J. Goode Book Award given by the American 
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   Sociological Association, Family Sociology Section 
 
 2002  Recipient of the award for significant New Contributions to Relationship 
   Research given by the International Association for Relationship Research  
 

1999 Recipient of the Victor I. Howery Award, given by the National Association for 
Rural Mental Health for significant contributions to rural mental health  

 
1998 Elected Fellow, American Psychological Association 
 
1997 – 2001 Invited member, National Advisory Council on Drug Abuse, National Institutes 

of Health, National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 
1997 Recipient of the Reuben Hill Research and Theory Award given by the National 

Council on Family Relations 
 
1992 – 1993 Appointed as co-chair, Subcommittee on Interpersonal and Family Processes, 

Behavioral Sciences Task Force, National Institute of Mental Health. 
 
1988 – 1992 Appointed as a member and then chairperson (1990-1992) of the Mental Health 

Behavioral Sciences Review Committee of the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

 
1986 Margaret Mangel Lecturer, College of Home Economics, University of 

Missouri, Columbia, March 
 
1975 Howard B. Woolston Award for Academic Achievement, Department of 

Sociology, University of Washington 
 
1974 NICHD Traineeship, Population Studies, University of Washington 
 
1973 NIMH Traineeship, Sociology of Justice, University of Washington 
 
1972 Cash award for scholarship, Phi Kappa Phi, Arizona State University    

 
PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 
 2007 – present Professor of Human Development and Family Studies and  
  Professor of Psychology at the University of California, Davis 
 
 2006 - present Distinguished Professor, University of California, Davis 
  

2001 – present Professor of Human Development and Family Studies 
 Department of Human and Community Development 
 University of California, Davis 
 
2004 – present Research Collaborator and Professor of Psychology 
 Institute for Social and Behavioral Research 
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 Iowa State University  
 
2001 – 2004 Research Collaborator and Professor of Sociology 
 Institute for Social and Behavioral Research 
 Iowa State University  
 
1993 – 2001 Professor of Sociology and Psychology, Iowa State University 
 
1989 – 2001 Professor of Sociology, Iowa State University 
 
1988 – 2000 Director 
 Center for Family Research in Rural Mental Health and the   
 Institute for Social and Behavioral Research, Iowa State University 
  
1984 – 1989 Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Education 
 Professor of Family & Child Development 
 College of Family and Consumer Sciences 
 Iowa State University 
  
 Assistant Director 
 Iowa Agriculture and Home Economics Experiment Station 
 Iowa State University 
  
1981 – 1984 Associate Professor and Department Head 

Department of Human Development and Family Ecology 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, IL  61801 

 
1976 – 1981 Assistant Professor of Sociology 

University of Georgia 
Athens, GA  30602 

 
EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH GRANTS AND PROJECTS FUNDED 
 
 Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Burzette, R. G., Conger, K. J., Lorenz, F. O., 
Wickrama, K. A. S., & Widaman, K. (Co-Investigators). (2006-2010). Critical Transitions in Rural 
Families at Risk (continuation grant). Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $2,077,567. 
(MH051361).  
 
 Lorenz, F. O. (Principal Investigator), Burzette, R. G., Conger, R. D., & Wickrama, K. A. S. 
(Co-Investigators). (2006-2011). Relationship Development and Health in Young Adults. Funded by 
the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, $2,541,622. (HD051746). 
 
 Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator),  Cauce, A. M. (Co-Principal Investigator), Domenech-
Rodriguez, M., Ge, X., Ontai-Grzebik, L., Vega, W., & Widaman, K. (Co-Investigators). (2005-
2010). Mexican Family Culture & Substance Use Risk & Resilience. Funded by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, $5,423,094. 
(DA017902). 
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 Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Blozis, S. A., Burzette, R. G., Conger, K. J., & Neppl, 
T. K. (Co-Investigators). (2004-2009). Economic Stress & Child Development Across 3 Generations. 
Funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development and the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, $4,490,727.  (HD047573). 
 
 Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator). (2003-2006). Multi-Site Longitudinal Analysis of 
Psychiatric Risk of SUD. Subcontract with Duke University. Elizabeth Costello, Principal 
Investigator for the overall project. Funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, $102,502 for 
the subcontract (DA016977). 
. 
 Reiss, D. (Principal Investigator), Cadoret, R., Conger, R., Ge, X., Leve, L., Neiderhiser, J., 
Reid, J., Scaramella, L., & Shaw, D. (Co-investigators). (2002-2007). Early Growth and 
Development Study. Funded by the National Institute on Child Health and Human Development and 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, $7,988,238.  (HD042608). 
 
 Simons, R. L. (Principal Investigator), Brody, G., Murry, V., Conger, R. D., Ge, X., & 
McLoyd, V. (Co-Investigators). (2001-2006). Risk and Resilience among African American Youth. 
Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $3,070,625.  (MH67895). 
 

Conger, K. J. (Principal Investigator), Conger, R. D., & Simons, R. L. (Co-Investigators).  
(2000-2005).  A Micro-Process Study:  Siblings and Antisocial Behavior.  Subcontract with the 
Center for Behavioral Medicine, Providence, RI; Cheryl Slomkowski, Principal Investigator for all 
the overall project.  Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $801,900 for the subcontract.  
(MH62989). 

 
Lorenz, Frederick O. (Principal Investigator), Wickrama, K. A. S. (Co-Principal Investigator), 

Conger, R. D. and Elder, G. H. Jr. (Co-Investigators).  (2000-2003).  Midlife Adaptation and Health 
in Rural Society.  Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $1,476,912.  (MH59355). 
 

Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Conger, K. J., Bryant, C. M., Lorenz, F. O., Melby, J. 
N., Rueter, M. A., Scaramella, L. V., Simons, R. L., & Wickrama, K. A. S. (Co-Investigators).  
(1999-2006).  Critical Transitions in Rural Families at Risk (continuation grant).  Funded by the 
National Institute of Mental Health, $5,314,620.  (MH51361). 
 

Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Melby, J. N., & Scaramella, L. (Co-Principal 
Investigators).  (1998-2003).  Intergenerational Transmission of Antisocial Behavior.  Subcontract 
with SUNY–Albany, Terence Thornberry, Principal Investigator for the overall project.  Funded by 
the National Institute of Mental Health, $620,400 for the subcontract.   

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Simons, R. L., Spoth, R. L., Gibbons, F. X., & 

Cutrona, C. E.  (Co-Principal Investigators) and multiple co-investigators.  (1995-2001).  Center for 
Family Research in Rural Mental Health.  (Continuation grant.).  Co-funded by the National Institute 
of Mental Health ($6,468,948), National Institute on Drug Abuse ($800,000), and the National 
Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, $782,248.  Total funding: $8,051,196.  (MH48165).   

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Lorenz, F. O., Simons, R. L., Whitbeck, L. B., & 

Elder, G. H., Jr., (Co-Principal Investigators).  (1994-1997).  Rural Family Resilience to Economic 
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Stress (continuation grant).  Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $926,103.  
(MH43270).  

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Elder, G. H., Jr., Lorenz, F. O., Simons, R. L., & 

Whitbeck, L. B.  (Co-principal Investigators).  (1993-1998).  Critical Transitions in Rural Families 
at Risk.  Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $3,602,022.  (MH51361). 

 
Elder, G. H., Jr. (Principal Investigator), & Conger, R. D.  (Co-Principal Investigator).  

(1993-1995).  Rural Youth in Transition:  A Perspective on Social Change and Life Experience.  
Funded by the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Successful Adolescent Development 
Among Youth in High-Risk Settings, $220,000. 

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator),  Brooks-Gunn, J., Burton, L., Cauce, A., Chase-

Lansdale, L., Cox, M., Forgatch, M., Hauser, S., Kessler, R., Markman, H., & Suomi, S.  (Co-
principal Investigators).  (1992-1997).  Multisite Research Training in Family Risk & Resilience.  
Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $851,539.  (MH19734).  

 
Cox, M. J. (Principal Investigator), Conger, R. D., Brooks-Gunn, J., Burton, L., Cauce, A., 

Chase-Lansdale, L., Forgatch, M., Hauser, S., Kessler, R., Markman, H., & Suomi, S.  (Co-principal 
Investigators).  (1992-1997).  Research Consortium on Family Risk and Resilience.  Funded by the 
National Institute of Mental Health, $308,317.  (MH52429).  

 
Spoth, R. L. (Principal Investigator), Molgaard, V., & Conger, R. D.  (Co-principal 

Investigators).  (1992-1997).  Rural Youth at Risk:  Extension-based Prevention Efficacy.  Funded 
by the National Institute of Mental Health, $2,624,500.  (MH49217).  

 
Spoth, R. L. (Principal Investigator), Conger, R. D., & Hawkins, D.  (Co-principal 

Investigators).  (1991-1996).  Family and Community Drug Abuse Prevention Project.   Funded by 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, $3,330,700.  (DA07029). 

 
Simons, R. L. (Principal Investigator), Conger, R. D., Whitbeck, L. B., & Lorenz, F. O.  (Co-

Principal Investigators).  (1991-1995).  The Impact of Economic Strain and Social Support upon 
Single Parents.  Funded by the National Institute for Child Health and Human Development, 
$534,648 (HD27724).  

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Simons, R. L., & multiple co-investigators.  (1990-

1995).  Center for Family Research in Rural Mental Health.  Funded by the National Institute of 
Mental Health, $4,400,000.  (1P50MH48165).  

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Simons, R. L., & Whitbeck, L. B.  (Co-Principal 

Investigators).  (1990-1993).  Rural Family Economic Stress and Adolescent Drug Use (continuation 
grant).  Funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, $790,000.  (DA05347).  

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Lasley, P., Lorenz, F. O., Simons, R. L., Whitbeck, L. 

B., & Elder, G. H., Jr., (Co-principal Investigators).  (1988-1993).  Rural Family Resilience to 
Economic Stress.  Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health, $1,950,057.  (MH43270).  
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Elder, G. H., Jr. (Principal Investigator), & Conger, R. D.  (Co-principal Investigator).  
(1988-1992).  Rural Youth Under Stress:  The Impact of Drastic Economic Decline in Middle 
America.  Funded by the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Successful Adolescent 
Development among Youth in High-Risk Settings, $400,000.  

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator), Simons, R. L., Whitbeck, L. B., & Lasley, P.  (Co-

Principal Investigators).  (1987-1990).  Rural family economic stress and adolescent drug use.  
Funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, $574,000.  (DA05347).  

 
Simons, R. L. (Principal Investigator), Conger, R. D., & Whitbeck, L. B.  (Co-Principal 

Investigators).  (1987-1989).  The nature, origins and consequences of conceptions of parenting.  
Funded by the Bureau of Maternal and Child Health, $244,577.  (MCJ-109572).  

 
Fuqua, R. W. (Principal Investigator) and Conger R. D.  (1986-1987).  (Co-Principal 

Investigator).  Foster care research.  Iowa Department of Human Services, $25,000. 
 

Conger, R. D. and Lasley, P. (Co-Principal Investigators).  (1985-1986).  Regional interest 
group on individual, family and community response to the farm crisis.  North Central Regional 
Center for Rural Development, $15,000. 

 
Conger, R. D.  (Principal Investigator) with Alexander, J. & Forehand, R.  (1980).  An 

evaluation of social learning approaches to delinquency intervention.  National Center for Studies of 
Crime and Delinquency, NIMH, $10,000. 

 
Conger, R. D. & Yang, R.  (Co-Principal Investigators).  (1979-1981).  Service improvement 

program for serious juvenile offenders.  Department of Offender Rehabilitation, State of Georgia, 
$160,000. 

 
Conger, R. D. (Principal Investigator) and Lahey, B. (Co-Principal Investigator).  (1979-

1981).  Family system intervention for child abuse.  National Institute of Mental Health, 
approximately $170,000. 

 
Lewis, R. (Principal Investigator) and Conger, R. D. (Co-principal Investigator). (1979-

1980).  Opiate-involved life styles and couple relationships.  National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
approximately $185,000. 

 
Yang, R. (Principal Investigator) and Conger, R. D.  (Co-Principal Investigator).  Intervention 

program for high-risk parents and at-risk children directed at prevention of possible child abuse.  
(1978-1980).  Appalachian Regional Commission, $220,000. 

 
Burgess, R. D. (Principal Investigator) and Conger, R. D. (Co-Principal Investigator).  (1975-

1978).  Family interaction patterns related to child abuse and neglect, Administration for Children, 
Youth and Families, $350,000. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books  
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Conger, R. D., Lorenz, F. O., & Wickrama, K. A. S. (Eds.).  (2004).  Continuity and change 
in family relations: Theory, methods, and empirical findings.  Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 
Elder, G. H., Jr., & Conger, R. D.  (2000).  Children of the land: Adversity and success in 

rural America.  Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. Recipient of the William J. Goode Book 
Award given by the American Sociological Association, Family Sociology Section, 2002.  

 
Conger, R. D., & Elder, G. H., Jr.  (1994).  Families in troubled times:  Adapting to change in 

rural America.  Hillsdale, NJ: Aldine. 
 
Lasley, P., & Conger, R. D.  (Eds.).  (1986).  Farm crisis response:  Extension and research 

activities in the north central region.  Ames, IA: North Central Regional Center for Rural 
Development.  
 
Refereed Journal Articles and Book Chapters 
 
 Chee, K. H., Conger, R. D., & Elder, G. H., Jr. (in press). Mother’s employment demands, 
work-family conflict, and adolescent development. International Journal of Sociology of the Family. 
 

Conger, R. D. (in press). Comment on Grolnick and Pomerantz, “Issues and challenges in studying 
parental control: Toward a new conceptualization.” Child Development Perspectives. 

 
Cho, Y. I., Martin, M. J., Conger, R. D., & Widaman, K. F. (in press). Differential item functioning 

on antisocial behavior scale items for adolescents and young adults from single-parent and two-parent 
families. Journal of Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment. 
  

Hatton, H., Conger, R. D., Larsen-Rife, D., & Ontai, L. (in press). An integrative and 
developmental perspective for understanding romantic relationship quality during the transition to 
parenthood. In M. Schulz, M. Pruett, P. Kerig, & R. Parke (Eds.), Feathering the nest: Couple 
relationships, couples interventions and children’s development. Washington, D.C.: American 
Psychological Association Press.  

 
 Leve, L. D., Kerr, D. C. R., Shaw, D., Ge, X., Neiderhiser, J. M., Scaramella, L. V., Reid, J. B., 
Conger, R. D., & Reiss, D. (in press). Infant pathways to externalizing behavior: Evidence of genotype x 
environment interaction. Child Development.   
 
 Neppl, T. K., Conger, R. D., Scaramella, L. V., & Ontai, L. L. (in press). Intergenerational 
continuity in parenting behavior: Mediating pathways and child effects. Developmental Psychology. 
 
 Robins, R. W., Donnellan, M. B., Widaman, K. F., & Conger, R. D. (in press). Evaluating the link 
between self-esteem and temperament in Mexican origin early adolescents. Journal of Adolescence.  

 
Wickrama. K.A.S., Conger, R. D., Surjadi, F. F., Lorenz, F. O. (in press). Linking early family 

adversity to young adult mental disorders. In W. Avison & B. Wheaton (Eds.), Recent advances in stress 
research. New York: Springer.  

Widaman, K. F., Ferrer, E., & Conger, R. D. (in press). Measurement invariance within 
longitudinal structural equation models: Evaluating change in the same construct across time. Child 
Development Perspectives. 
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Feldman, B. J., Masyn, K. E., & Conger, R. D. (2009). New approaches to studying problem 

behaviors: A comparison of methods for modeling longitudinal, categorical, adolescent drinking data. 
Developmental Psychology, 45, 652–676. 
 

Witt, E. A., Donnellan, M. B., Blonigen, D. M., Krueger, R. F., & Conger, R. D. (2009). 
Assessment of fearless dominance and impulsive antisociality via normal personality measures: 
Convergent validity, criterion validity, and developmental change. Journal of Personality 
Assessment, 91, 1 - 12.    
 
 Conger, R. D., & Conger, K. J. (2008). Understanding the processes through which economic 
hardship influences families and children (pp. 64 – 81). In D. R. Crane &  T. B. Heaton (Eds.), 
Handbook of families and poverty. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 

Cui, M., & Conger, R. D. (2008). Parenting behavior as mediator and moderator of the 
association between marital problems and adolescent maladjustment. Journal of Research on 
Adolescence, 18, 261-284. 

 
 Dinero, R., Conger, R. D., Shaver, P. R., Widaman, K. F., & Larsen-Rife, D. (2008). 
Influence of family of origin and adult romantic partners on romantic attachment security. Journal of 
Family Psychology, 622-632.   

 
Hatton, H., Donnellan, M. B., Masyn, K., Feldman, B., Larsen-Rife, D., & Conger, R. D. (2008). 

Family and individual difference predictors of trait aspects of negative interpersonal behaviors during 
emerging adulthood. Journal of Family Psychology 22, 448-455. 

 
Melby, J. N., Conger, R. D., Fang, S. A., Wickrama, K. A. S., & Conger, K. J. (2008). Adolescent 

family experiences and educational attainment during early adulthood. Developmental Psychology, 44, 
1519-1536. 

 
Rueter, M. A., Holm, K. E., McGeorge, C., & Conger, R. D. (2008). Adolescent suicidal ideation 

subgroups and their association with suicidal plans and attempts in young adulthood. Suicide and Life 
Threatening Behavior, 38, 564-575. 

 
Scaramella, L., Neppl, T., Ontai, L., & Conger, R. D. (2008). Consequences of socioeconomic 

disadvantage across three generations: Parenting behavior and child externalizing problems. Journal 
of Family Psychology, 22, 725-733.   

 
Simons, L. G., Brody, G. R., Murry, V. M., Granberg, E., Chen, Y., Simons, R. L., Conger, R. 

D., & Gibbons, F. X. (2008). Differences between European Americans and African Americans in 
the association between child obesity and disrupted parenting. Journal of Comparative Family 
Studies, 2, 207-228. 

 
Wickrama, K. A. S., Conger, R. D., & Abraham, W. T. (2008). Early family adversity, youth 

depressive symptom trajectories, and young adult socioeconomic attainment: A latent trajectory 
class analysis (pp. 161-192). In H. A. Turner & S. Schieman (Eds.), Advances in life course 
research, Volume 13: Stress processes across the life course. New York: Elsevier. 
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Wickrama, K.A.S., Conger, R. D., Lorenz, F. O., & Jung, T. (2008). Family antecedents and 
consequences of trajectories of depressive symptoms from adolescence to young adulthood: A life 
course investigation. Journal of Health and Social Behavior,49, 468-483. 

  
 Assad, K. K., Donnellan, M. B., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Optimism: An Enduring Resource for 
Romantic Relationships. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 93, 285-297. 

 
 Blozis, S. A., Feldman, B., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Adolescent alcohol use and adult alcohol 
disorders: A two-part random-effects model with diagnostic outcomes. Drug and Alcohol 
Dependence, 88, Supplement 1, April, S85-S96. 
 
 Conger, R. D., & Dogan, S. J. (2007). Social class and socialization in families (pp. 433-460). 
In Joan E. Grusec & Paul D. Hastings (Eds.), Handbook of socialization Theory and Research. New 
York: Guilford Press. 

 
 Conger, R. D., & Donnellan, M. B. (2007). An interactionist perspective on the 
socioeconomic context of human development. Annual Review of Psychology,58, 175-199. 
 
 Cui, M., Donnellan, M. B., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Reciprocal influences between parents’ 
marital problems and adolescent internalizing and externalizing behavior. Developmental 
Psychology, 43, 1544-1552.  
 
 Dogan, S. J., Conger, R. D., Kim, K. J., & Masyn, K. (2007). Cognitive and parenting 
pathways in the transmission of antisocial behavior from parents to adolescents. Child Development, 
78, 335-349. 
 
 Donnellan, M. B., Assad, K. K., Robins, R. W., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Do negative 
interactions mediate the effects of negative emotionality, communal positive emotionality, and 
constraint on relationship satisfaction? Journal of Social and Personal relationships, 24, 557-573. 
 
 Donnellan, M. B., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Designing and implementing longitudinal studies. 
In R. W. Robins, R. C. Fraley, & R. Krueger (Eds.), Handbook of research methods in personality 
psychology. New York: Guilford Press. 
 
 Donnellan, M.B., Conger, R. D., & Burzette, R. G. (2007). Personality development from late 
adolescence to young adulthood: Differential stability, normative maturity, and evidence for the 
maturity-stability hypothesis. Journal of Personality, 75, 237-263. 
 
 Donnellan, M. B., Trzesniewski, K. H., Conger, K. J., & Conger, R. D. (2007). A three-wave 
longitudinal study of self-evaluations during young adulthood. Journal of Research in Personality, 
41, 453-472. 
 
 Leve, L. D., Neiderhiser, J. M., Ge, X., Scaramella, L., Conger, R. D., Reid, J. B., Shaw, D. 
S., & Reiss, D. (2007). The early growth and development study: A prospective adoption design. 
Twin research and human genetics, 10, 84-95. 
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Lorenz, F. O., Melby, J. N., Conger, R. D., & Xu, X. (2007). The effects of context on the 
correspondence between observational ratings and questionnaire reports of hostile behavior: A 
multitrait, multimethod approach. Journal of Family Psychology, 21, 498-509. 
 

Rueter, M. A., Holm, K. E., Burzette, R., Kim, K. J., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Mental health 
of rural young adults: Prevalence of psychiatric disorders, comorbidity, and service utilization. 
Community Mental Health Journal, 43, 229-249. 
 
 Simons, L. G., & Conger, R. D. (2007). Linking mother-father differences in parenting to a 
typology of family parenting styles and adolescent outcomes. Journal of Family Issues, 28, 212-241. 

Ge, X., Brody, G. H., Conger, R. D., Simons, R. L. (2006). Pubertal transition and African 
American children’s internalizing and externalizing symptoms. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 35, 
531-540. 
 Ge, X., Natsuake, M. N., & Conger, R. D. (2006). Trajectories of depressive symptoms and 
stressful life events among male and female adolescents in divorced and non-divorced families. 
Development and Psychopathology, 18, 253-273. 
 

Lorenz, F. O., Wickrama, K.A.S., Conger, R. D., & Elder, G. H., Jr. (2006). The short-term 
and decade-long effects of divorce on women's midlife health. Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior, 47, 111-125. 

 
Wickrama, K. A. S., Lorenz, F. O., Conger, R. D., Elder, G. H., Jr., Abraham, W. T., & Fang, 

S. (2006). Changes in family financial circumstances and the physical health of married and recently 
divorced mothers. Social Science & Medicine, 63, 123-136. 

 
Yeh, H., Lorenz, F. O., Wickrama, K. A. S., Conger, R. D., & Elder, G. H., Jr. (2006). 

Relationships among sexual satisfaction, marital quality, and marital instability at midlife. Journal of 
Family Psychology, 20, 339-343.  

 
Conger, R. D. (2005). Sibling effects on smoking in adolescence: Evidence for social 

influence from a genetically informative design: Comment on Slomkowski et al. 2005. Addiction, 
100, 441-442.  
  
 Cui, M., Conger, R. D., & Lorenz, F. O. (2005). Predicting change in adolescent adjustment 
from change in marital problems. Developmental Psychology, 41, 812-823. 

 
 Cui, M., Lorenz, F. O., Conger, R. D., Melby, J. N., & Bryant, C. M. (2005). Observer, self, 
and partner reports of hostile behaviors in romantic relationships. Journal of Marriage and Family, 
67, 1169-1181. 
 
 Donnellan, M. B., Conger, R. D., & Burzette, B. G. (2005). Criterion-related validity, self-
other agreement, and longitudinal analyses for the Iowa Personality Questionnaire: A short 
alternative to the MPQ. Journal of Research in Personality, 39, 458-485. 
 
 Donnellan, M. B., Larsen-Rife, D., & Conger, R. D. (2005). Personality, family history, and 
competence in early adult romantic relationships. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 88, 
562-576. [Abstracted in Clinician's Research Digest June, 2005]. 
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 Wickrama, K. A. S.,Conger, R. D., & Abraham, W. T. (2005). Early adversity and later 
health: The intergenerational transmission of adversity through mental disorder and physical illness. 
Journals of Gerontology, 60B, 125-129. 
 
 Conger, R. D., Lorenz, F. O., & Wickrama, K. A. S. (2004). Changing families in changing 
times (pp. 3-13). In R. D. Conger, F. O. Lorenz, & K. A. S. Wickrama (Eds.), Continuity and change 
in family relations: Theory, methods, and empirical findings. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 
 Conger, R. D., Lorenz, F. O., & Wickrama, K. A. S. (2004). Studying change in family 
relationships: The findings and their implications (pp. 383-403). In R. D. Conger, F. O. Lorenz, & K. 
A. S. Wickrama (Eds.), Continuity and change in family relations: Theory, methods, and empirical 
findings. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 

Donnellan, M. B., Conger, R. S., & Bryant, C. M. (2004). The Big Five and enduring 
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 Conger, R. D. (2005, September). Family, Peer, and Cultural Influences on Developmental 
Pathways to Drug Abuse. An invited presentation for the National Hispanic Science Network on 
Drug Abuse, sponsored by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Coral Gables, FL. 
  
 Conger, R. D. (2004, November). Personality, Family History, and the Dynamics of Early 
Adult Romantic Relationships. An invited presentation for the Department of Psychiatry, University 
of Chicago. Chicago, IL. 
 

Conger, R. D. (2004, October). Family and Peer Factors in Preventing Violence and Related 
Health-Risking Social Behaviors in Adolescents. An invited presentation at the National Institutes of 
Health State-of-the-Science Conference on Preventing Violence and Related Health-Risking Social 
Behaviors in Adolescents. Natcher Conference Center, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD. 
 
 Conger, R. D. (2004, April). Personality, Family History, and the Dynamics of Early Adult 
Romantic Relationships. An invited presentation at the Miniconference on Diversity in the 
Transition to Adulthood sponsored by the Life Course Center at the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN. 
 
 Conger, R. D. (2004, March). Understanding the Processes through which Economic 
Hardship Influences Families and Children. An invited presentation for the Families and Poverty 
Research Conference at Brigham Young University, Provo, UT. 
 

 Conger, R. D. (2003, November). Family influences on psychiatric disorder in a rural 
population. An invited presentation at Vanderbilt University. Nashville, Tennessee.  
  
Conger, R. D. (2003, July). A comparative analysis of psychiatric disorder in a rural and national 
study. An invited plenary session for the annual conference of the National Association for Rural 
Mental Health. Orlando, FL.  
 
 Conger, R. D. (2003, March). The reciprocal relation between studies of health/normality and 
illness/psychopathology. An invited presentation at the Institute of Human Development, University 
of California for the Conference on the Future of Longitudinal Studies. Berkeley, California. 

 
 Conger, R. D. (2002, October). Understanding family stress processes in the lives of parents 
and children. An invited presentation at the Alfred P. Sloan Working Family Center at the 
University of Chicago and the National Opinion Research Center. Chicago, Illinois.  

 
 Conger, R. D. (2002, April). Across generations: Family influences on the development of 
competence as a parent and romantic partner. An invited presentation as the thirty-second annual 
Theodore G. Standing Lecturer on the Human Community, the Department of Sociology, New York 
State University at Albany, Albany, New York. 

 
 Conger, R. D. (2002, April). Deterring the negative consequences of family economic stress. 
An invited presentation at the Eighth International Conference on Social Stress Research, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
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 Conger, R. D. (2002, April). The intergenerational transmission of parenting and children’s 
mental health. An invited presentation at the Eighth International Conference on Social Stress 
Research, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
 
 Conger, R. D. (2002, April). The social context of substance abuse: A developmental 
perspective. An invited presentation at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Prior to the Last Five Years 

 
2001  Society for Research in Child Development  
 
2000  Division of Family Psychology, American Psychological Association 
 
2000  Society for Prevention Research 
 
2000  Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
1999  Pennsylvania State University 
 
1999  Summer Institute of the NIMH Family Research Consortium 
 
1998 Summer Institute of the NIMH Family Research Consortium 
 
1998 University of Texas at Austin. 
 
1998 1998 Lecture Series, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. 
 
1997 National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
 
1997 Summer Institute of the NIMH Family Research Consortium 
 
1997 Governor’s Summit on Families, Drake University, Des Moines, IA. 
 
1997 Neuropsychiatric Institute, Columbia University 
 
1997 Life Course Center, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 

 
1996 First National Conference on Rural Mental Health Research 
 
1996 NIMH Family Research Consortium Summer Institute 
 
1996 National Institute on Drug Abuse Rural Drug Abuse Symposium 
 
1996 School of Social Work, University of Tennessee 
 
1996 Department of Community and Human Development, University of California, Davis. 
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1995 Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
 
1995 National Institute of Mental Health, Office on Disease Prevention and Special  

  Projects 
 
1995 Brigham Young University  
 
1995 National Meeting on the “Consequences of Growing up Poor” sponsored by the 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, the Russell Sage 
Foundation and the National Academy of Sciences 

 
1994 American Society of Criminology 

1994 National Association for Rural Mental Health 

1994 National Institute of Mental Health, Family Research Consortium 

1994 National Institute of Mental Health, Workshop on Prevention Research 

1994 National Institute of Mental Health, Workshop on Risk and Resilience 

1994 National Institute on Drug Abuse 

1994 Rural Sociological Society 

1994 University of California at Riverside, Center for Family Studies 

1994 University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign, Department of Educational Psychology 

1993 American Society of Criminology 

1993 Brigham Young University, Center for Studies of the Family 

1993 National Conference on Prevention Research, National Institute of Mental Health 

1993 Pennsylvania State University, Human Development and Family Studies 

1993 University of California–Riverside, Center for Family Studies 

1993 University of Georgia, Institute for Behavioral Research 

1993 Workshop on Family Research Methods, National Institute of Mental Health 

1992 University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology 

1992 University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill, Carolina Consortium on Human 

Development 

1991 Center for Health Care Research, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little 

 Rock 

1991 MacArthur Foundation, New York 

1990 Institute for Social Research, Ann Arbor, MI 

1990 University of Minnesota 

1989 University of Arizona 
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1989 University of Kentucky 

1989 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

1986 Select Committee on Children, Youth and Families.  U.S. House of Representatives 

1986 The Iowa Academy of Sciences 

1983 The World Congress on Behavior Therapy 

1981 Annual Meeting of the National Council on Family Relations 

1981 Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy 

1981 National Conference for Family Violence Researchers 

1981 University of Missouri, College of Home Economics 

1980 American Correctional Association 

1980 American Society of Criminology 

1979 American Society of Criminology 

1979 Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy 

1978 Society for Southeastern Social Psychologists 

1977 American Society of Criminology 

1977 National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect 

 
JURIED PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
 
Within the Last Five Years 
 
 Dogan, S. J., Conger, K. J., & Conger, R. D. (2008, March). The socialization of adolescents’ 
risky sexual behavior. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on 
Adolescence, Chicago, IL.   
 
 Early, D. R., & Conger, R. D. (2007, March). Inter-parental relationships and child 
development in African American families. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, Boston, MA. 
 
 Neppl, T. K., Conger, R. D., & Scaramella, L. (2007, March). Explaining the 
intergenerational transmission of parenting: A longitudinal study of parents and children across 
generations. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Conger, R. D., Martin, M. J., Neppl, T. K., & Scaramella, L. V. (2006, March). Continuities 

and discontinuities in the intergenerational transmission of parenting behavior. Paper presented at 
the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on Adolescence, San Francisco, CA. 
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Conger, R. D., Cui, M., Burzette, R., & Larsen-Rife, D. (2006, March). Family of origin 
influences on early adult romantic relationships. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research on Adolescence, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Melby, J. N., Fang, S., Conger, R. D., & Conger, K. J. (2005, November). Meanings of family 

for young adult educational attainment. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National 
Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, AZ.  

 
Conger, R. D., Feldman, B., & Neppl, T. (2005, September). Varying pathways from 

adolescent substance use to child development in the next generation. Paper presented at the biennial 
meeting of the Society for Life History Research in Psychopathology, Portland, OR. 

 
Conger, R. D., & Martin, M. (2005, April). Mother and other: parental behavior and the 

course of externalizing behaviors during early childhood. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Ge, X., Nishimura, M., & Conger, R. D. (2005, April). Trajectories of depressive symptoms 

and stressful life events among male and female adolescents in divorced and nondivorced families. 
Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, 
GA. 

 
Neppl, T., Scaramella, L., & Conger, R. D. (2005, April). Mediating effects on the continuity 

of problem behavior across two generations. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Scaramella, L., Conger, R. D., Criss, M., & Neppl, Tricia. (2005, April). Predictors and 

moderators of coercive parent-child interaction during early childhood: A prospective, 
intergenerational analysis. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Simons, L. G., & Conger, R. D. (2004, November). Intergenerational Transmission of 

Religiosity and Its Effects on Adolescent Delinquency. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
National Council on Family Relations, Orlando, FL.  

 
Conger, R. D., & Neppl, T. (2004, March). Linking Competence and Maladjustment across 3 

Generations. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on Adolescence, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
Conger, K. J., & Conger, R. D. (2003, April). Differential parental treatment and siblings’ 

externalizing behaviors across the years of adolescence. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Wickrama, K. A. S., Abraham, W. T., & Conger, R. D. (2003, August). Intergenerational 

socioeconomic adversity through mental and physical illness. Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA. 
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Wickrama, K. A. S., Lorenz, F. O., Elder, G. H., Jr., & Conger, R. D. (2003, August). 
Married and recently divorced mothers’ changes in family financial strain and physical health. 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Conger, R. D., & Burzette, R. (2002, August). The influence of psychiatric disorder on family 

relationships during the transition to adulthood. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL. 

 
Conger, R. D., Neppl, T., & Scaramella, L. V. (2002, April). The intergenerational 

transmission of problem parenting and antisocial behavior. Paper presented at the biennial meeting 
of the Society for Research on Adolescence, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Prior to the Last Five Years 
 
 2001 Society for Research in Child Development 
 
 2001 Life History Research Society 
 
 2000 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 2000 Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
 2000 International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development 
 

1999 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 1999 Society for Research in Child Development 
 

1998 American Psychological Association 
 

 1998 Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
1998 National Council on Family Relations 

 
1998 Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
1998 American Sociological Association 

 
 1997 American Anthropologists Association 
 
 1997 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 1997 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 1997 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 1997 National Council on Family Relations 
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 1997 Society for Research in Child Development 
 
 1997 National Council on Family Relations 
 
 1997 American Sociological Association 
 
 1997 Society for Research in Child Development 
 

1997 Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Washington, DC 
  

1997 American Sociological Association 
 
 1996 Rural Sociological Society 
 
 1996 American Sociological Association 
 
 1996 Society for Research on Adolescence 
 
 1995 American Sociological Association 
 

1995 Society for Research on Child Development 
 

1994 American Sociological Association 
 
 1994 Society for Research on Adolescence 
 

1993 National Council on Family Relations 

1993 Population Association of America 

1993 Society for Research in Child Development 

1992 American Society of Criminology  

1992 American Sociological Association 

1992 Conference on Aging and the Generations 

1992 Midwest Sociological Society Meetings 

1992 National Council on Family Relations 

1992 Rural Sociological Society 

1992 Society for Life History Research 

1992 Society for Research on Adolescence 

1992 Symposium on Rural/Farm Women in Historical Perspective 

1991 American Sociological Association 

1991 Conference on Family Change and Generations, Germany 

1991 Delaware Conference on Kinship and Aging 
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1991 Eighth National Forum on Research in Aging 

1991 Gerontological Society of America 

1991 International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development 

1991 Midwest Sociological Society 

1991 National Council on Family Relations 

1991 Rural Sociological Society 

1991 Society for Research in Child Development 

1990 American Sociological Association 

1990 Gerontological Society of America 

1990 National Council on Family Relations 

1990 Rural Sociological Society 

1990 Society for Life History Research 

1990 Society for Research on Adolescence 

1990 Southeastern Conference on Human Development 

1989 International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development 

1989 National Council on Family Relations 

1989 Rural Sociological Society 

1989 Society for Research in Child Development 

1988 American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy 

1988 National Council on Family Relations 

1987 Midwest Sociological Society 

1987 National Council on Family Relations 

1987 Society for Research in Child Development 

1985 Iowa Council on Family Relations 

1984 Conference on Adolescent Research 

1984 National Council on Family Relations 

1983 Society for Research in Child Development 

1980 American Society of Criminology 

1979 Society for Research in Child Development 

1979 Southern Sociological Society 

1978 International Congress on Child Abuse and Neglect 

1978 Midwestern Association of Behavior Analysis 



37 

 
 

1978 Society for the Study of Social Problems 

1977 American Society of Criminology 

1977 Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy 

1977 Society for Research in Child Development 

1977 Southern Sociological Society 

1976 World Health Organization 

1975 Pacific Sociological Association 

 
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL AND HONOR SOCIETIES 
 
 American Psychological Association 

 American Sociological Association 

 National Council on Family Relations 

 Society for Research in Child Development 

 Society for Research on Adolescence 

 
OFFICES HELD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 2003 - 2005    Elected Council Member at Large, Council for the  Member  
      Mental Health Section of the American Sociological 
      Association 
 

1991 – 1997 Interdisciplinary Affairs Committee, Society for Research Member 
 in Child Development 
 
1991 – 1992 Awards Committee, Society for Research on Adolescence Member 
 
 
1989 – 1990 Family and Household Research Interest Group, Co-Chair 
 Rural Sociological Society 
 
1989 – 1990 Program Committee, Rural Sociological Society Member 
 
1987 Experiment Station Committee on Policy (ESCOP) Member 
 National Task Force on Agriculture and Rural Viability 
 
1985 – 1986 Iowa Council on Family Relations, Executive Board Member 
 

 
MAJOR FIELDS OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
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 The Transition to Adulthood 

 Family and Individual Adaptation to Social and Economic Change 

 Normal and Problematic Life Course Development 

 Observational Research Methods 

 Families and Health 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Editorial 
 
 1998-2001 Associate Editor, Journal of Health and Social Behavior 

 1985-1988 Associate Editor, Journal of Family Issues 

 1983-1985 Consulting Editor, Journal of Early Adolescence 

 1982-1983 Consulting Topic Editor on Child Abuse, The Behavior Therapist 
 
Ad Hoc Reviewer 
 

 Psychosocial Development, Risk and Prevention Study Section, Center for Scientific Review, 
 National Institutes of Health, June, 2009 
 

American Sociological Review 

Archives of General Psychiatry 

Child Development 

Criminology 

Development and Psychopathology 

Developmental Psychology 

Developmental Review 

Family Relations 

Journal of Crime and Justice 

Sociology and Social Research 

Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology 

Journal of Abnormal Psychology 

Journal of Adolescent Research 

Journal of Behavioral Assessment 

Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 

Journal of Early Adolescence 

Journal of Family Issues 
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Journal of Marriage and the Family 

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 

Journal of Research on Adolescence 

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly 

Psychological Bulletin 

Social Forces 

Scott, Foresman, and Company 

Holt, Rhinehart and Winston 

University of Alabama Press 

University of Georgia Press 

National Institute of Mental Health 

National Science Foundation 

 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
 
William T. Grant Foundation 

 
Consulting 
 
 Consultant on Intramural Research, National Institute of Mental Health, 2006 
 
 Consultant to the National Institute on Drug Abuse on trajectories of and contexts for drug 
 abuse, 2006 
 
 Consultant to the La Familia Project, Arizona State University, 2005 
 

Consultant to the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, National 
Children’s Study, 2004 

 
Consultant to the Center for Rural Mental Health Research, NIMH, to develop a 

 Strategic plan for funding rural mental health research at NIMH, 2003 
 

Consultant for the NIMH Workgroup on Externalizing Behaviors and Disorders, 1998-1999 

Consultant on Reorganization of Research Grant Review Committees in Social and 
Behavioral 
Science, National Institutes of Health, 1998 

Consultant on Research Priorities in the Social and Behavioral Sciences, National Institute of 
Mental Health, 1998 

Research Consultant, Michigan Prevention Research Center, Institute for Social Research, 
University of Michigan, 1995 

Research Consultant on Funding Priorities, National Institute on Drug Abuse, 1995 
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Research Consultant for Prevention Research, National Institute of Mental Health, 1994 

Research Consultant, Center for Family Studies, University of California, Riverside, 1993 

Research Consultant, Center for Studies of the Family, Brigham Young University, 1993 

Research Consultant, School of Criminal Justice, State University of New York at Albany, 
Albany, 
New York, 1987-1989 

Research Consultant, Department of Child and Family Studies, Purdue University, W. 
Lafayette, 
Indiana, 1987 

Research Consultant, Achievement Place Project, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, 1980 

Research Consultant, Oregon Social Learning Center, Eugene, Oregon, 1979 

Research Consultant, Center for Family Studies, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, 
1978 

 
Public Service 
 
 2004 -  Affiliated Scientist, Pitt Parents' and Children's Laboratory, Department  
   of Psychology, University of Pittsburgh 

 
1999 – 2002 Member of the Director’s Advisory Council for the Iowa Department of 

Public Health 
 
1999 – 2001 Member of the governor’s Task Force on Minorities in the Prison Population, 

State of Iowa 
 
1985 – 1986 Member, Task Force on Foster Care, Iowa Department of Health and Human 

Services   


